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	Communal Hut Insurance - Interested? We are investigating the possibilities of providing hut insurance but we need your help. The problem for individual huts is cost. Insurance companies seem to require stout construction for any insured hut as well as grills on windows and five-lever secure locks, these do not easily apply to ordinary allotment huts.  Another snag is proof of value of contents – invoices and original purchase documents are often demanded to give a replacement valuation, which will be cut back if you are under insured. We may be able to offer Insurance for repairing a communal hut after vandalism, cover would be up to £3,500. This might  cost no more than £30 per year and we will need the name and postcode of the field where the building stands.  This can only be offered if enough people contact us requesting it.  If you are interested please contact our Secretary below.

	Form an SWCAA group and help us carry on our work in your area The SWCAA are looking for active local groups across the country to join us in supporting the modern development of allotment gardening.  Are you concerned about the lack of allotments in your area or have you been stuck on a waiting list for ages?  There are things that you can do. Try and get at least six people to join your group and then contact us so we can help you work together with your council or private landowner and get a new site up and running.  By forming an SWCAA action group you become part of a larger allotment community, we will be able to put you in contact with other SWCAA groups in similar situations so you can share your experiences.  We hope that these groups will then become our eyes and ears and continue to work along side  us.  The whole Country is suffering from the shortage of allotments and waiting lists continue to increase, we need to promote and protect these precious green spaces.  More information can be found on our website.

	National Allotment Site Register - Have you joined? We have a National register of allotment sites that covers the UK, let people know where you are, please add your site or association if you can.

Membership Fees - The current £2 membership fee is being held unrealistically low for the time being because of the problems raised by the credit crunch.  If you feel that the work of SWCAA is worth while, please consider a donation which will greatly strengthen the work of the Association.  



	Employers Liability Insurance – A legal Requirement? Strange as it may sound in some cases allotment and gardening associations may find them selves regarded in law as employers of voluntary labour. Health and Safety Executive require insurance against claims by injured workers when you are acting as if you are an employer, even if the work is voluntary and unpaid. How likely are you to be involved? In most cases not at all. Where a plot holder decides to tidy up a plot, trim a hedge or overhanging branch, and so on as stated in the tenancy agreement that is his business. For volunteers you may become involved if you give instructions to someone and they injure themselves carrying out the task. An individual acting as Steward or Secretary organising voluntary work like clearing the boundary or removing rusty tin is a possible example. If it is your responsibility for controlling the work this might make you an “employer” especially (as an example) if a rent-reduction or other benefit is offered to the volunteer for such tasks as mowing the main path. Associations or groups of Friends sometimes organise these things, and the individual in charge should probably take out employers' liability insurance. 

	SWCAA OFFER

Public and Product Liability Insurance
Employers Liability Insurance for just £10 per year

Discounted seed scheme through DT Browns.

A fantastic website with useful up to date advice and information

Help and advice to Local Authorities and Councils

The chance to become a part of a friendly National Allotment Organisation and support the modern development of allotment gardening


	We can help you with
Setting up a new allotment site from scratch
Starting an allotment association
Help and assistance with legal issues
Fight the closure of your allotment site
Work successfully with you local council and improve your allotment site
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