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	SWCAA offer a brand new allotment administration service
We are pleased to be able to offer new secretarial services for Councils, Charities and Associations responsible for allotment sites. Funded by an Awards for All Lottery grant, this new service is run using MCPC allotment administration data handling programmes.  This service is especially useful now that the demand for plots is growing fast and financial stringency limits staff time. These days volunteer efforts too are often stretched to the limit, even with the best will in the world. This is an ideal opportunity to improve your allotment services, release more funds to your officers for discretionary allotment spending. Our enquiries suggest plots can cost around £30 per plot p.a. to run.  We can offer an administration service (covering all your information needs, reports, rent collection, and eviction procedures) for a basic minimum of £7, adjustable for any additional requirements you may have.  Let SWCAA take the strain out of your allotment administration, the system allows us to produce comprehensive management reports as well as the ability to produce quick and efficient mailings. For further information please contact us.


	Have you seen our brand new website?  

Due to the huge demand for our services and the amount of information which is included within our site, we decided it was time for a new, more user friendly website.  You will still find all the useful information you have come to expect from SWCAA plus regularly updated news items and new easier to use navigation menus. We are always on the look out for any news items from allotment holders or gardeners as well as any pictures we can feature on our website.  For all you new allotment holders out there check out the allotment basics section where you will find all you need to get you started.
We would like to say a big thank you to all our members and the Councils across the country who have supported SWCAA through the past year, we look forward to welcoming more allotment holders, gardeners and Associations in the future.  

All of our members who have e-mail will now have access to the new members only section where you can find a whole host of extra information and advice for your eyes only! We hope you enjoy the new website and make it the first port of call for all your allotment needs.


	Form an SWCAA group and help us carry on our work in your area 
The SWCAA are looking for active local groups across the country to join us in supporting the modern development of allotment gardening.  Are you concerned about the lack of allotments in your area or have you been stuck on a waiting list for ages?  There are things that you can do. Try and get at least six people to join your group and then contact us so we can help you work together with your council or private landowner and get a new site up and running.  By forming an SWCAA action group you become part of a larger allotment community, we will be able to put you in contact with other SWCAA groups in similar situations so you can share your experiences.  We hope that these groups will then become our eyes and ears and continue to work along side  us.  The whole Country is suffering from the shortage of allotments and waiting lists continue to increase, we need to promote and protect these precious green spaces.  More information can be found on our website.

	SWCAA OFFER AS PART OF OUR SERVICE

An Allotment administration service
Public and Product Liability Insurance
Employers Liability Insurance for just £10 per year

Discounted seed scheme through DT Browns.
A fantastic website with useful up to date advice and information

Help and advice to Local Authorities and Councils
The chance to become a part of an exciting nationally recognised allotment organisation 


	We can help you with
Setting up a new allotment site from scratch
Starting an allotment association
Help and assistance with legal issues
Fight the closure of your allotment site
Work successfully with your local council and improve your allotment site




	Have you or your association joined SWCAA Yet?
Join us today for just £2 per individual per year.  This fantastically low fee also includes Public and product Liability insurance up to £5 million.  You can also join through your local allotment group or association.
Like it or not, insurance is part of everyday life. On allotments, in this age of compensation culture, many local authorities are now requiring plot holders to have £5 million worth of cover as part of the terms of any lease agreement. To the average plot holder this may seem daunting, especially following a number of reports in the national press regarding extortionate costs of public liability insurance for allotment tenants. To read these reports you would feel this is the end of the road for the allotment, with insurance costs forcing the price of renting a plot well beyond the reach of the average plot holder. 

Despite  these media statements where the facts were somewhat twisted, insurance for allotments does not have to cost anything like what has been quoted. SWCAA include a no strings low cost insurance when you join us, which in turn provides you with the peace of mind that you are fully covered should any claim be made against you.  We are now a nationally recognised organisation with thousands of members across the country all working towards the same goal.

	What is allotment land? How to locate and protect it

There is more to locating existing, vacant or possible new allotment land than simply asking the Council. Sometimes they simply do not know. There can also be a tangle of false information to unravel. There are at least four types of allotments Statutory, Temporary, Private and Charitable. It is not always easy to determine which is which, and it makes a difference. In addition there may be railway and company land allotments. How does a Council obtain allotment land? Councils between them have both the duty and the right to provide allotment land.  For this purpose they may obtain land by purchase on the open market or by taking a lease (say 30 years or more).  In the event of no agreement being reached, they have the power of compulsory purchase or of compulsory leasing.  
Funding would be through the District Council, and arrangements for servicing any loan may be agreed. 
If you need assistance contact SWCAA.  There will probably be some costs involved in searching sites and obtaining maps, but we are here to help and will do our best to assist you in your quest for new allotment land.
	Where have all the Bees gone?

The bee population in the UK is experiencing a dramatic decline. Bees are important pollinators for our allotment crops and flowers. Bumble bees are the major pollinators of our plants and vegetables and if they continue to disappear our plants will be unable to set seed which will result in sweeping changes to they way we grow our food.  

As gardeners we can all do our bit to make life easier for these important insects.  Bees love cucumber, fennel, peppers, pumpkins, raspberries and strawberries plus many herb varieties.  Try planting insect loving flowers like poppies, salvias and marigolds amongst your vegetables. You can find much more information on this subject by visiting the allotment basics section on the website.

	GREEN MANURE

Do you have bare and empty patches on your allotment?  Why not try sowing some green manure this year.
Prepare the soil by removing weeds, digging over and raking level.
Scatter seeds over the surface of the soil using around 50g of seed per

square metre or packet instructions for specific crops.

Make sure the seed is in firm contact with the soil,  gently tap the surface with the back of a spade, water well.

Seeds should germinate quickly covering bare patches within 2–3 weeks.

Leave plants for up to eight weeks before digging in. If plants start to flower before this, cut off the tops and dig in.

Leave the green manure to decompose in the soil for up to 4 weeks

before planting vegetables.

Lists of green manure seeds can be found in many seed catalogues or online.

	National Allotment Site Register - Have you joined? We have a National register of allotment sites that covers the UK, let people know where you are, please add your site or association if you can.
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Join SWCAA  for just £2 per year and receive Public and Product  Liability Insurance


FREE








